CHAPTER VII
FRAME-UP
IN the middle of July things suddenly woke up again. The Czech
legions in the former Russian army, which the Bolsheviks had been
sending afcrthe request of the Allies across Siberia to enable them to
sail for France and continue their fighting against the Central
Powers there, had turned their rifles on the Bolsheviks and were
sweeping everything before them in Siberia. Admiral Kolchak
raised the standard of liberation at Omsk and with the help of the
Czechs began marching towards the Urals. In Moscow itself there
was a new revolution within the revolution. The Social Revolu-
tionaries, disgusted at the terms which the Bolsheviks had made
with Germany and bitterly resenting the growing dictatorship of
Lenin and the Communists, had tried the double coup of assassinat-
ing Count Mirbach, the new German Ambassador to Moscow, and
simultaneously imprisoning the Bolshevik leaders in the theatre
where they were attending the all-Soviet Congress. The assassination
had come off but the seizure of the leaders had failed, probably
through the inborn inaptitude of the conspirators. Nevertheless the
Social Revolutionaries were now in open rebellion. Led by Boris
Savinkoff they had taken their stand under arms at Yaroslavl,
between Moscow and Archangel, and were inviting the peasants
and all other disaffected elements to rally to their assistance. Surely
the Allies would act now, when Russia itself was rising against the
Bolsheviks.
A few days later we had a big alarm. Fearing that the Imperial
family might escape from Ekaterinburg and reach the safety of the
advancing forces under Kolchak, the local Soviet had murdered the
Tsar, the Tsaritsa, and all their five children, Bitterly as most of
the political prisoners in the Cross Prison were accustomed to
condemn the Tsar and his consort, we were deeply moved by the
outrage. Murder of a Tsar was nothing new in Russia : half these
men would have rejoiced if a bomb had burst over Nicholas II ten
years before. But the Tsar was no longer Tsar and these murderers
were Bolsheviks. Besides, we had to feel outraged because we
wanted the whole world to feel outraged. Now the Allies simply
must act. In the name of civilization they must intervene with all
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